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my home State of Oregon. Since 
Marcus Lopez, who sailed with Captain 
Robert Gray in 1788, became the first 
person of African descent known to set 
foot in Oregon, a great many Black 
Americans have helped shape the his-
tory of my State. Throughout this 
month, I have come to the floor to 
highlight some of their stories. Today, 
on the last day of Black History 
Month, I have come to honor one more. 

Louis A. Southworth was a black-
smith, fiddler, and farmer. Though a 
combination of his contagious person-
ality, appealing fiddle playing, and an 
unwavering devotion to civic duty, he 
became one of Oregon’s most respected 
and well-liked citizens of his time. 

Born into slavery in Tennessee in 
1830, he later moved with his family to 
Oregon in 1851. Although slavery was 
officially banned in Oregon, it was still 
practiced with some frequency. While 
working in the gold mines, Southworth 
soon found that people greatly enjoyed 
his musical talents. He was able to par-
lay his talents on a fiddle into an extra 
source of income, and at age 28, bought 
his freedom for $1,000. The phrase ‘‘fid-
dling for freedom’’ soon caught on, and 
Louis Southworth become some what 
of a local hero. 

In 1879, he moved with his wife and 
adopted son to the south bank of the 
Alsea River. Southworth, with his fam-
ily and his fiddle, soon won over this 
small community. He worked as a 
farmer, and ferried cargo and pas-
sengers across the bay to town. 

As more people began to move into 
the community, he donated some of his 
land to build a local school house and 
later served as chair of the school 
board. Along with his new life came a 
renewed sense of civic duty. South-
worth became a dedicated political ac-
tivist. During the elections of 1890, a 
strong storm ravaged his small town. 
Unafraid of the weather, Louis South-
worth rigged two oil drums to his boat 
for buoyancy and rowed across the bay 
to the polling place. As it turns out, he 
was the only person to cast a vote in 
Waldport that day. 

Despite the chaotic times in which he 
lived, Louis Southworth was embraced 
by his community. Before he died in 
1917, his neighbors raised the $300 need-
ed to pay off his mortgage in Corvallis, 
OR. 

Louis Southworth provides one ex-
ample of a man triumphing over seem-
ingly insurmountable odds. As a Black 
man living in troubled times, his per-
sonality, compassion, work ethic, tal-
ents, generosity, and devotion to the 
community service allowed him to be-
come a respected leader. He was ac-
cepted by many of his peers, of all 
races, religions, and ethnic back-
grounds, long before this was common 
or expected. His legacy of service and 
kindness is one that lives on today, and 
one that should be remembered for 
years to come. On this last day of 

Black History Month, I believe it is 
only right to celebrate an Oregonian 
like Louis Southworth, whose con-
tributions to race relations in Oregon, 
while great, have not yet received the 
attention they deserve. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

CORPORAL MATTHEW REED SMITH, USMC 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I 
rise to speak on the recent passing of 
Corporal Matthew Reed Smith of the 
United States Marine Corps. Corporal 
Smith was a native of West Valley 
City, UT, who died in a helicopter 
crash near the town of Rutbah, Iraq. 
Corporal Smith was one of 29 Marines 
and one Navy sailor who lost their 
lives in that fateful accident. Today, I 
know the Senate will join me in hon-
oring their memory as heroes who died 
in performance of their duty. The sac-
rifice of these brave servicemen will be 
remembered forever. 

Corporal Smith, during his younger 
years, often dreamed of being in the 
Armed Forces. I have been told that as 
a child he would play make-believe 
with his brothers on the hill in front of 
their home and that he always insisted 
on being the ‘‘Marine.’’ Nicknamed the 
‘‘Three Musketeers’’ by their mother, 
Corporal Smith and his two brothers 
grew up doing the things they loved 
most, camping, hunting, wrestling, and 
riding their motorbikes in the moun-
tains. 

Corporal Smith joined the Marines 
because ‘‘they were the first ones in 
there.’’ As a Marine, he fought bravely 
to expel the insurgents from the city of 
Fallujah. There were times during the 
fighting when he could hear the bullets 
whistling past his head. His best friend 
lost an arm and a leg in the Battle for 
Fallujah. 

Being unable to obtain leave in order 
to attend the wedding of his brother 
last March, members of his family 
made a life-size cutout of Corporal 
Smith and moved it around the dance 
floor as the night progressed. On learn-
ing of Corporal Smith’s death, his fam-
ily placed the cutout in the living room 
of their home. That silhouette of Cor-
poral Smith, dressed sharply in his Ma-
rine uniform, today remains in our 
hearts as a symbol that he served his 
country with honor and courage. 

Recently, I had the opportunity to 
visit a website created to honor him. I 
was struck by the number of comments 
and sentiments that clearly showed 
that Corporal Smith was a true friend 
and loved by all who knew him. In one 
particularly moving tribute, a fellow 
mourner wrote that he could not imag-
ine Corporal Smith departing this life 
‘‘in any other way than selflessly serv-
ing others.’’ 

Mr. President, it is a privilege to 
learn about the extraordinary life of 
such a man. 

SUSPENSION OF RUSSIA FROM 
THE G8 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
rise today, along with my good friend 
Senator MCCAIN, to speak about a reso-
lution that is of great importance to 
the cause of democracy which we have 
devoted America to advance at home 
and around the world. In November 2003 
Senator MCCAIN and I were moved by 
Russia’s failure to adhere to demo-
cratic principles to submit a resolution 
to hold Russia accountable for the 
commitments Moscow made when first 
invited to participate in what became 
known as the G8. Since then, the situa-
tion in Russia has deteriorated. I am 
particularly pleased that Senators 
BAYH, BURNS, CHAMBLISS, SMITH, and 
DURBIN have joined as original co-spon-
sors of this resolution indicating the 
increasing Senatorial concern over the 
accelerating erosion of democratic and 
economic freedom in Russia. As Presi-
dent Bush returns from his meeting 
with President Putin at the summit in 
Bratislava, we call once again on the 
President of the United States and the 
Secretary of State to work with our 
partners in the G7 to condition Rus-
sia’s continued participation in the G8 
on Russia’s compliance with basic 
standards of democracy and rule of 
law. 

We have a real stake in Russia’s ad-
herence to democratic norms because 
our commitment to Russia’s transition 
toward democracy is critical to secure 
a peaceful future with Russia. The G7 
nations are highly industrialized coun-
tries bound together by fundamental 
principles of democracy, rule of law, a 
free market system, and respect for 
human rights. 

The actions of President Putin over 
the past few years have raised serious 
concerns about Russia’s commitment 
to these principles. There is a long list 
of well-documented antidemocratic de-
velopments in Russia. The Putin ad-
ministration has limited freedom of ex-
pression in Russia by seizing inde-
pendent media organizations and sup-
pressing the activities of independent 
journalists, religious organizations, 
and nongovernmental organizations 
that are all integral components of a 
healthy civil society. The Russian gov-
ernment’s dismantling of Yukos and 
the arrest of its founder Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky 16 months ago raised se-
rious doubts about Russia’s commit-
ment to free market principles and rule 
of law as well as respect for property 
and shareholder rights. The Federal Se-
curity Services, FSB, play a strong 
role in Russia’s power structures in a 
manner reminiscent of the KGB in the 
old regime. President Putin’s support 
for the first fraudulent results in the 
Ukrainian presidential elections last 
year exhibited disregard for basic 
democratic principles. Fortunately, a 
democratic outcome prevailed in a new 
vote and Yushchenko’s victory—a very 
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